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Saab strengthens ties to Quebec and Canada through 
CRIAQ partnership 

Saab and the Consortium for Research and Innovation in Aerospace in Quebec 

(CRIAQ) have signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU). 

This collaborative relationship aims to leverage Quebec's R&D ecosystem’s strengths 
to encourage the development of collaborative research projects between Saab and 
Canadian industry, as well as universities and research organizations.  
 
This collaboration has been formed to support Saab’s future Industrial and 
Technological Benefit (ITB) commitments, if the Gripen fighter is selected for Canada’s 
Future Fighter Capability Project (FFCP).  
 

“The quality and breadth of aerospace research and innovation in Canada is 
globally recognised, with the Quebec region home to many excellent companies 
and institutions. Therefore, it was natural to reach this agreement with an 
important organisation like CRIAQ. We look forward to working together to 
benefit research and the fostering of talent in Quebec,” said Jonas Hjelm, Senior 
Vice President and Saab’s Head of business area Aeronautics. 

 
“During such unsure times within the industry, this partnership demonstrates that 
the aerospace industry in Quebec and Canada remains attractive and world 
class. We are very pleased with this signing as we continue to develop our 
aerospace industry, adding a new global player to our ecosystem. I am 
convinced that CRIAQ's academic, industrial and SME community, and the 
Quebec economy as well, will clearly benefit from this international 
collaboration," said Alain Aubertin, CEO of CRIAQ. 

 
The ITB Policy is the government's main tool for leveraging procurement to create jobs 
and economic growth in Canada. Saab has submitted an offer of 88 Gripen E fighters 
for the Canadian FFCP, and a core element of the Gripen industrial offering includes 
CAE in Montreal, Quebec who will supply training and mission systems solutions. 
 
The MoU was signed in April 2020. 
 

For further information, please contact: 

Saab Press Centre,  

+46 (0)734 180 018 

presscentre@saabgroup.com 
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www.saabgroup.com 
www.saabgroup.com/YouTube 
Follow us on twitter: @saab 
 
Saab serves the global market with world-leading products, services and solutions within 
military defence and civil security. Saab has operations and employees on all continents 
around the world. Through innovative, collaborative and pragmatic thinking, Saab develops, 
adopts and improves new technology to meet customers’ changing needs.  
 
For further information on CRIAQ, please contact: 
Julien Caudroit 
Directeur des communications et de l’événementiel 
T : +1 514 313-7561, poste 2405 
julien.caudroit@criaq.aero 
 
About CRIAQ  
The Consortium for Research and Innovation in Aerospace in Quebec (CRIAQ) is a non-profit 
organization (NPO) created in 2002 with the financial support of the Government of Quebec. 
Its mission is to increase the competitiveness of the aerospace industry by stimulating 
business innovation through collaborative R&D. Its role is to bring ecosystems together and 
develop a new generation of innovators to strengthen Québec's technological leadership in 
cutting-edge aerospace applications: digital aviation, air mobility of the future and sustainable 
aerospace 
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