Press release 7 October 2026

First Gripen E produced in Brazil makes
maiden flight

The first Gripen fighter built outside Sweden through the collaboration
between Saab and Embraer, marks another milestone in the Gripen
programme.

The first Gripen fighter built outside Sweden has taken to the skies,
completing its historic maiden flight from Embraer's Gaviao Peixoto
aerodrome in S&o Paulo State on 6 October at 10:21 local time.

Flown by Saab chief test pilot Jakob Hogberg, the sortie aimed to verify the
aircraft's basic system functions and assess its initial performance. The
flight was classified as the fighter's first production acceptance test and
initiated the final phase of the manufacturing process at Embraer.

Embraer flight engineers were responsible for flight planning and execution,
with support from Saab, marking another milestone in the technology
transfer plan delivered by the Gripen programme to Brazil.

“This maiden flight shows that Gripen production in Brazil has reached a
new level of maturity. | am proud of our close cooperation with Embraer in
the Gripen programme, which establish a solid foundation for Gripen’s
future development in Brazil,” says Marcus Wandt, head of Saab’s business
area Aeronautics.

“This first flight of a Gripen E produced in Brazil by Embraer is a historic
milestone for the country’s aerospace and defense industry. It confirms the
success of a long-term strategy that combined the vision of the Brazilian Air
Force, Saab’s technological expertise and Embraer’s engineering and
industrial capabilities,” said Bosco da Costa Junior, President & CEO of
Embraer Defense & Security.

Following its production acceptance flight campaign, the aircraft will be
certified and ready for delivery to the Brazilian Air Force (FAB). It will be
transferred to Anapolis Air Force Base in Goias State, to join the First Air
Defence Group (15t GDA), currently operating 10 Gripen fighters.

This aircraft, officially presented on 25 March 2026 by Embraer, is the first of
15 to be produced in Brazil under the current programme. Embraer is home
to South America's only supersonic fighter production line and an integral
part of Saab’s global manufacturing and supply chain network.
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Saab is a leading defence and security company with an enduring purpose, to help nations keep their people and society
safe. Empowered by its 29,000 talented people, Saab constantly pushes the boundaries of technology to create a safer
and more sustainable world. Saab designs, manufactures and maintains advanced systems in aeronautics, weapons,



command and control, sensors and underwater systems. Saab is headquartered in Sweden. It has major operations all
over the world and is part of the domestic defence capability of several nations.
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